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College of Education Earns National Continuing 
Accreditation 
November 11, 2013 
Georgia Southern University College of Education has earned national continuing accreditation for all its 
initial teacher preparation and advanced preparation programs from the National Council for the 
Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE). The College of Education’s programs were singled-out for 
special recognition by the council, noting that the rigorous review process found “no areas for 
improvement relative to any of the standards,” according to a letter from James G. Cibulka, president of 
NCATE. In an additional acknowledgement of the high level of the College of Education’s programs, the 
NCATE visiting team commended the College for its strengths associated with four standards: Standard 
2-Assessment System and Unit Evaluation; Standard 3- Field Experiences and Clinical Practice, the 
College’s target standard; Standard 5-Faculty Qualifications, Performance and Development; and 
Standard 6- Unit Governance and Resources. 
“NCATE’s continuing accreditation is a testament to the consistent focus on quality and assessment 
advanced by all our faculty and staff at the College of Education, and it demonstrates once again that 
our highest priority is teacher effectiveness and student success,” said Thomas R. Koballa, Jr., Ph.D., 
College of Education dean. 
He continued, “I am extremely proud of our entire College for the hard work that went into the year-
long review process.  As always, our students and their parents are assured that our programs meet the 
highest state and national standards for academic excellence as a result of NCATE’s national continuing 
accreditation.” Georgia Southern’s educator preparation programs have been NCATE accredited since 
1954 when NCATE was incorporated as an accrediting body. While on-site accreditation takes place 
every seven years, the College must meet rigorous reporting requirements annually to stay in 
compliance with NCATE’s accreditation. 
Georgia Southern University President Brooks Keel congratulated the College of Education. “The College 
of Education exemplifies the standards of excellence that are the hallmark of our University,” he said. 
“NCATE has once again affirmed the College of Education’s longstanding reputation as a regional leader 
in educator preparation.” 
Georgia Southern has a rich history of preparing education professionals. The bachelor’s degree in 
education is the oldest professional degree at Georgia Southern, and from 1924 to 1955, the entire 
institution focused exclusively on preparing future teachers. Today, the College of Education offers 
bachelor’s degrees in early childhood, middle grades, special education, and health and physical 
education.  The bachelor of music education degree is offered by the College of Liberal Arts and Social 
Sciences.  The College of Education leads the University in awarding the highest number of master’s and 
doctoral degrees, providing the region, state and nation with education professionals prepared to meet 
the needs of the 21st century’s dynamic, diverse and technology-rich society. 
The College of Education has also been a leader in offering online and hybrid-format degree programs to 
meet the changing needs of students and professionals. Today, the College offers online M.Ed. and Ed.S. 
programs in early childhood, middle grades, special education, secondary education, instructional 
technology and reading; the M.Ed. in educational leadership; and endorsement programs in reading 
and  online teaching and learning. The M.A.T. in special education is the only initial teacher preparation 
program offered totally online. For the past two years, the College of Education has ranked among the 
nation’s best in U.S. News & World Report’s “Top Online Graduate Education Programs.” 
Koballa said the focus of all educator preparation programs continues to be providing many and varied 
opportunities for hands-on professional experience in the classroom. “Our partner schools are  the 
cornerstone of our College,” Koballa said. “Our student educators get the experience they need to make 
them effective teachers and education professionals, and are highly desirable in the job market.” 
The College of Education has more than 100 full-time and part-time faculty and three departments: 
Leadership, Technology and Human Development; Teaching and Learning; and Curriculum, Foundations 
and Reading. 
NCATE is in the process of merging and changing its name to the Council for the Accreditation of 
Educator Preparation (CAEP).  The College of Education will use the NCATE accreditation logo until its 
next accreditation visit, using CAEP standards, in spring 2020. 
Georgia Southern University, a Carnegie Doctoral/Research University founded in 1906, offers 125 
degree programs serving more than 20,000 students. Through eight colleges, the University offers 
bachelor’s, master’s, specialist’s, and doctoral degree programs built on more than a century of 
academic achievement.  Georgia Southern is recognized for its student-centered approach to education. 
Visit: www.georgiasouthern.edu. 
 
